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JS Fry ‘Warehouse, Block F, Wapping Wharf, Bristol: Heritage Statement © Cotswold Archaeology 

 

3. ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

 The prison was designed by Henry Hake Seward in 1816. His accepted design is 3.1.

shown in Fig. 6. The view by O’Neill of 1820 (Fig. 7) shows a different but related 

elevation to the central Governor’s house, suggesting yet another change of plan 

(two previous designs are known). Seward adopted the fashionable detached radial 

plan, introduced by George Byfield in 1801, who was responsible for four prisons in 

this style before 1808. Bristol was the sixth out of 20 prisons that were built in this 

style up to 1835 (Brodie, Croome and Davies 2011, 63 and Table 3.1). 

 

Fig. 6: Seward’s accepted design proposal 1816, set in an imaginary landscape 

 

 

Fig. 7: The Old Gaol shortly after completion in 1820, looking north-west 
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Plate 2 North wall, looking south-west (taken 2012)

Plate 1 Arched entrance, Wapping Road frontage (taken 2012)

Former J. S. Fry Building, Wapping Wharf, Bristol, Heritage Statement

Plate 4 Gaol wall and outer boundary wall, west end, looking north-east (taken 2012)

Plate 3 West wall, looking east (taken 2012)

Former J. S. Fry Building, Wapping Wharf, Bristol, Heritage Statement

North wall, looking south-west (taken 2012)

West wall, looking east (taken 2012)
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Leisure

Hotel

Residential

Town Houses

Live / Work at Ground
Commercial

Retail

Site Management
Retail at Ground 

The majority of the site is allocated for residential
development in apartments and some townhouses,
laid out along street frontages with semi-private
courtyards.  Masterplan One proposes approximately
592 residential units (including  town houses), retail
and restaurants along Gaol Ferry Steps and to the
south of Princes Square, incorporating a local food
store. Live / work at ground floor along Museum Street,
and further retail at the corner of Wapping Road.  
10% Affordable housing will be incorporated on the
site.  
A Hotel is proposed along Wapping Road adjoining the
existing Fry Warehouse (originally part of the Gaol)
which will be refurbished and retained for office use in
is present external form. 
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Live / Work

Block A - 8095sqm Residential, 587sqm Retail 
Block B - 150sqm Retail
Block C - 2120sqm Residential, 1000sqm Retail
Block D - 6661sqm Residential, including 3

townhouses
Block E - 7056sqm Residential, including 3 

townhouses
Block F - 1350sqm Commercial
Block G - 3400sqm Hotel (100 beds)
Block H - 3961sqm Residential, 252sqm Retail
Block J -  2666sqm Residential, 139sqm Live / 

Work space
Block K - 2166sqm Residential, 135sqm Live / 

Work space
Block L - 1821sqm Residential
Block M - 2462sqm Residential, 2030sqm Retail
Blocks N & P -  1150sqm Residential, 150sqm Live / 

Work space
Blocks Q & R - 423sqm Residential (4 townhouses)

Proposed Land Use (net area)
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Listed Building Analysis: Block F

Block F - 1350sqm Commercial

The east corner of the former New Gaol, rebuilt following
the Bristol riots of 1831.
The building was converted into a warehouse in 1890
and altered to its current footprint in 1931.  The building
was the warehouse of J S Fry and Sons until 1931 and
then became Baldwin’s Garage Ltd.  Along with the other
remains of the gaol and the south perimeter wall the
building is listed Grade II.

The building is to be retained in its current form and
refurbished to form commercial office space with internal
mezzanine.

Section and Elevations

MEZZANINE

MEZZANINE

MEZZANINE

RAMP
RAMP

STAIR
LIFT STAIR

LIFT

MEZZANINE

GROUND FLOOR

First Floor PlanGround Floor Plan

Location Plan
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Blocks D, E, F & G
Block F - East & West Elevations - Option 1

22/04/15 MR MO SK 40114889

Wapping Wharf, Bristol

D

A G.Floor entrance added to w est ele. Openings in S.W outer wall reduced. Opening added to entrance courtyard 29/04/15 MR MO

 1 : 100
Block F - East Elevation Option 1
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Block F - West Elevation Option 1
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Wapping Wharf, Bristol

Cladding Coloured Elevations

28/01/21 MK LL4989

CARGO WORK

6
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1 : 100

01 North Elevation
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04 East Elevation - Eastern Courtyard

1 : 100

02 South Elevation

1 : 100

03 West Elevation
1 : 100

05 West Elevation - Internal Courtyard
1 : 100

06 East Elevation - Internal Courtyard

1 : 100

Cladding Colour Key

Note: Also refer to 1600 Series Elevations

P1 Contract Issue 30/04/21 MK LL

P2 Construction Issue 07/05/21 MK LL

P3 Corten cladding panels dims amended; Brise Soleil Level amended; 02/11/21 MK LL

P4 As-Built Issue 13/07/22 MK LL

AB



AlecFrenchArchitects 

650 MIN

T
IP

 U
P

 S
E

A
T

G
EB-A

RT-N
R 111

.031

G
eberit

D
F W

C O
m

e12 H9
8 90/11

0 VB G
B

-Norm
G

B
G

EB-A
RT-N

R 111
.031

G
eberit

D
F W

C O
m

e12 H9
8 90/11

0 VB G
B

-Norm
G

B

1
6

0

650 MIN

T
IP

 U
P

 S
E

A
T

G
EB-A

RT-N
R 111

.031

G
eberit

D
F W

C O
m

e12 H9
8 90/11

0 VB G
B

-Norm
G

B

1
6

0

Lift A

165.53 m² 1781.8 ft²
Area 2

Lift B

Switch Room

Entrance Lobby / Reception

Female 
WC/Shower

Comms

Tenant Plant
Level 0

New Entrance 
Gates

OFFICES 
ENTRANCE

11.60m AOD

11.00m AOD

11.60m AOD

Entrance 
Courtyard

Visitor Bicycle Parking 
(20 spaces)

14 Secure Staff 
Bicycle Spaces

R
a
m

p
 1

:2
1

R
a
m

p
 1

:2
1

10.40m AOD

F
R

Y
'S

 
L
A

N
E

CUMBERLAND R
OAD

11.90m AOD

Dry 
Riser
Box

Office Refuse 
Store

14 Secure 
Staff Bicycle 

Spaces

Tenant Plant
Level 0 & 1

Access Ladder

11.75m AOD

255.61 m² 2751.3 ft²
Area 1

Cleaner store

Riser

WC

WC

Shower Shower

Acc.
WC/Shower

Male 
WC/Shower

R
is

e
r

Access Ladder

S
h

o
w

e
r

WC

WC

ShowerShower

Acc.
WC/Shower

S
h

o
w

e
r

Mez Access

0 5 10 20 metres

RESPONSIBILITY IS NOT ACCEPTED FOR ERRORS MADE BY OTHERS IN SCALING FROM THIS DRAWING. 
ALL CONSTRUCTION INFORMATION SHOULD BE TAKEN FROM FIGURED DIMENSIONS ONLY DETAILS AND SIZES 
SHOWN ARE INDICATIVE ONLY AND ARE SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION BY THE RELEVANT SUB CONTRACTOR.

IT IS THE CONTRACTOR'S RESPONSIBILITY TO CHECK ALL DIMENSIONS ON SITE.
ANY DISCREPANCY IS TO BE REPORTED TO THE ARCHITECTS FOR CLARIFICATION.

ANY INFORMATION ISSUED BY ALEC FRENCH ARCHITECTS IN DIGITAL FORMAT IS COPYRIGHT AND ISSUED SOLELY 
FOR THE ADDRESSEE AND FOR THE PROJECT TITLED.

FULL ORIGINAL RECORD COPIES OF ANY DOCUMENTATION ISSUED ARE KEPT AT ALEC FRENCH ARCHITECTS 
OFFICES.

© COPYRIGHT ALEC FRENCH PARTNERSHIP LTD.

Status Codes

S0: WIP

S1: Coordination 

S2: Information

S3: Int. Review

S4: Construction

D1: Costing

D2: Tender

D3: Contractor Design

D4: Procurement

A: Construction

AB: As Built

B: Partially Signed-off

Architects
27 Trenchard Street, Bristol, BS1 5AN, T. 01179293011 F. 01179221121
E. mail@alecfrench.co.uk  www.alecfrench.co.uk

AAlleeccFFrreenncchh

R
IB

A
 S

ta
g

e

Scale Date Drawn by Checked byAFA Project No.

Drg.No. Rev. Status

S
ta

g
e

DateRev Drawn CheckedDescription

AFA - /A -

 1 : 200 @A3

P6

Ground Floor Plan

20/12/19 BS LL4989

CARGO WORK

4

Wapping Wharf, Bristol

XX - 1210CW- S200 - DR -

N

P1 WC/Shower room layout amended as Interior Designer's drawings 23/01/20 MK LL

P2 Entrance Lobby enlarged 31/01/20 MK LL

P3 Updated as Reboot v2 13/03/20 MK LL

P4 Core area and plant spaces updated 23/04/20 MK LL

P5 Building extended into central courtyard. 18/06/20 MK MO

P6 setting-out amendments to wc/shower core areas to align with CATB designs 11/06/20 MK LL

Cargo Work - Level 00
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Level 01 Plan

20/12/19 BS LL4989

CARGO WORK

3

Wapping Wharf, Bristol

XX - 1211CW- S201 - DR -

N

P1 Additional Windows in projecting bays added; glazed panel to lift lobby wall added 31/01/20 MK LL

P2 Updated as Reboot v2 13/03/20 MK LL

P3 Core area and plant spaces updated 23/04/20 MK LL

P4 Building extended into central courtyard. 18/06/20 MK MO
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Level 03 Plan

20/12/19 BS LL4989

CARGO WORK

3

Wapping Wharf, Bristol

XX - 1213CW- S203 - DR -

N

P1 Additional Windows in projecting bays added; glazed panel to lift lobby wall added 31/01/20 MK LL

P2 Updated as Reboot v2 13/03/20 MK LL

P3 Core area and plant spaces updated 23/04/20 MK LL

P4 Building extended into central courtyard; eastern block level 3 massing reduced and terrace area increased 18/06/20 MK MO
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Heritage and Restoration

Registered Office: C V Ross & Co Limited, Unit 1, Office 1, Tower Lane Business Park 
Tower Lane, Warmley, Bristol, BS30 8XT 

Company Number: 7507301, Registered in England and Wales 

 
 

HANCOCK STONE - STONEWORK 
 CONDITION REPORT May 2018 

 
 
The JS Fry Building, Cumberland Road, Bristol 
 
 
Construction Materials 
 
 
The remaining high walls are built of Pennant Sandstone coursed Ashlar along 
with Pennant Stone Copings.  Some areas of the wall are also built in Brickwork 
 
 
Current Condition of the Fabric 
 
 
The stone to the outer face of the walls seem to be in good condition, although 
some areas are painted, and this will need to be removed.  There is also a 
concrete plaque above the large door entrance which is showing signs of decay 
and could become dangerous in the near future.  There is a general need for 
repointing.  The coping stones on the South Wall seemed to be in good condition 
when viewed from a Cherry Picker, although they have moved off their mortar 
bed over the years. The Western ends of the walls are missing some of their 
stonework which has led to a stepped like effect which could lead to dangerous 
activities if left as they are.  Internally the walls are in mainly good condition 
although there are areas of old iron fixings that will cause damage in the future if 
not removed.  There is generally a need for re-pointing and the bottom 3m of the 
wall is to have the paint removed.   
 

/Cont… 
 
 
 

01 |  Cumberland Road Elevation 02 | Wapping Road Elevation

03 | North Elevation of Northern Listed Wall
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Site Entrance Section

17/04/18 MK LL4989

CARGO WORK
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Wapping Wharf, Bristol
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Notes: 
All structure to Structural Engineer's design

P1 Structural opening height reduced; extent of projecting wall and roof reduced 27/04/18 MK LL

P2 Structure updated; canopy handing amended to have extended wall on west side; canopy projection reduced 25/05/18 MK LL

P3 Entrance canopy removed 24/08/18 MK MLO

P4 NBS Specification Ref Added 04/04/19 JC LL

P5 Setting out of steelwork updated; additonal detail added to cladding system 18/02/20 MK LL

P6 Grid lines added; structure coordinated 25/02/20 MK LL

P7 Cladding panels updated to corten 18/03/20 MK LL

P8 Drawing updated as Client Stage 4 Redactions 11/03/21 WA MK

P9 Entrance works modified 24/03/21 MK LL
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Technical Resolution

Merchants' House
Wapping Road
Bristol
BS1 4RW
t: +44(0)117 945 9225
e: bristolcentral@hydrock.com
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Annotation  Key
DP  Discharge Pipe
CTD Connection to drain
TSG Trapped showeer gully
RWP Rainwater pipe 
RWO Rainwater outlet
DRO Dry riser outlet
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General Notes:
• Temporary flooring required to riser 

and SVP openings
• At roof level hole for SVPs to be 

formed with blank cover installed
• All slab service holes to be covered in 

temporary plywood cap or cap off for 
future fit out.

• Temporary doors to be installed 
ground floor cleaners store and 
comms room

• Temporary doors to be installed to 1st, 
2nd and 3rd Floor to Stair 1 Core

AS BUILT NOTES:
For setting out to RWPs, SVPs, 
drainage connections and risers refer 
to Halsall Contruction As-Built Survey 
information

0 5 10 metres
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Wapping Wharf, Bristol
Level 01 Reference Plan

MK LL4989

CARGO WORK

XX - 1401CW-
15/02/19

AB01 - DR -

1 : 100
Intermediate Plant Level 0.5

P1 Section lines added; RWP positions annotated. 01/03/19 RG LL
P2 Layout and wall construction amended and updated; RWPs added to serve bin store roof. 04/04/19 RG LL
P3 Issued for Stage 4 Re-boot 28/02/20 AH MK
P4 Drawing updated to Reboot V3 Scheme 17/07/20 MK LL
P5 Drawing updated as Client Stage 4 Redactions 11/03/21 WA MK
P6 Minor adjustment to 1x RWP position 25/03/21 MK LL
P7 Contract Issue 30/04/21 MK LL
P8 Construction Issue 07/05/21 MK LL
P9 Lift S/O widths updated 24/11/21 MK LL
P10 As-Built Issue 13/07/22 MK LL
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Corner Plan Detail EW07 to EW03 at GL-2L
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Wapping Wharf, Bristol
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P1 Gap to listed wall closed with flashing detail 24/05/19 MK LL
P2 Drawing updated to Reboot V3 Scheme 24/07/20 MK LL
P3 Insulation thickness updated 24/11/20 MK LL
P4 Construction Issue 07/05/21 MK LL
P5 Dimension between cladding panel and fascia channel amended; fascia bracket updated as subcon design 30/09/21 MK LL
P6 As-Built Issue 13/07/22 MK LL
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